Gibbs Smith

Lesson Plan

Why We Need Ethnic Studies in High School

The field of ethnic studies goes beyond multiculturalism—the
inclusion and celebration of diverse cultures. Instead, ethnic studies
centers the stories of marginalized peoples and examines how race
and ethnicity have shaped the experiences of these groups. Through
this examination, students learn about the systems of discrimination
and oppression that have led to inequality, both in the past and

today, and brainstorm ways to work toward a more equitable future.

Watch Hannah Gedion’s TEDx Talk Why We Need Ethnic Studies in
High School together as a class. Consider pausing throughout to

check for understanding,.
Ask: What did you learn or find surprising from this TEDx Talk?

Ask: How would having ethnic studies classes in all schools affect

students?

After facilitating a class discussion with the above questions, have
students write a one-paragraph reflection about whether or not they
think ethnic studies should be a required subject in high school.
Instruct students to use at least two points from the TEDx talk to

support their response.

Approx. Time

¢ 45 minutes

Big Questions

* How would having
ethnic studies classes
in all schools affect

students?

Resources

e Hannah Gedion’s
TedX Talk Why We
Need Ethnic Studies in
High School

* https://www.youtube

.com/watch?v=-
TOPPOTcVtM

o
Source -

o La Gente: Themes in
Latino Studies




